
YEAR 6 Autumn Newsletter 
 
Dear Parents and Children, 
 
Welcome to Year 6! 
 
THE CURRICULUM 
 
The class have started the year really well and it is lovely to have such polite, well behaved and friendly 

group of children to teach! 

I am really pleased with the way they have settled down to work during the first three days of the new term 

and already, our first topic, which this year is ‘The Victorians’, is underway. If you are able to help your son 

or daughter with their first homework, and put together a family tree which goes back to a date within the 

Victorian era 1837 -1901, that would be great; we will display them in a classroom. I am in the process of 

booking up a trip to Blists Hill. Details to follow. 

 

Our next topic will consist of a local study focusing on the buildings in Ludlow and when they were built. We 

will look at the influences of Greek and Roman architecture on our local buildings and we will take our sketch 

books out and draw some of our great landmarks. 

Later on in the term our geography topic will be about the Arctic and Antarctica….unfortunately we won’t 

be going on any visits to these regions, however we will use the laptops and iPads to help learn more about 

the two continents. 

 

In English we have begun to read Oliver Twist and we will use the story as a stimulus for our work. We will 

also read a simplified version of Macbeth this term and War Horse by Michael Morpurgo. 

 

One of the SAT tests next year is a test to assess the children’s Spelling Punctuation and Grammar skills 

(sometimes referred to as the ‘SPAG’ test). Areas covered include: correct use of tenses, pronouns, 

prepositions, subordinate clauses, conjunctions and many other features of our language. The children’s 

weekly English homework will therefore consist of exercises to help them practise these skills. 

Handwriting has become extremely important within Year 6 tests, and your child must be able to write 

legibly and use and form capital letters correctly. When your child is doing any work at home please help 

them by checking that names of people and places, titles of books, and the first word of a sentence all 

have capital letters. 

SAT’s tests will run from 8 – 12th May 2017. 

Our Science topics are ‘Light and Dark’ and ‘Electricity’. The topic on ‘electricity’ involves making up 
circuits using bulbs, motors, buzzers and batteries. 

 

Please help your son or daughter to learn all their tables. The children who do well in their maths in Year 6 

are those children who know their times tables really well and can recall an answer instantly. Reciting tables 

just before you go to sleep is a good way to help learn them, so if any children are still struggling with them 

it might be worth trying this out! I will be testing them individually over the next couple of weeks and 

expect them to know all their tables up to their 12 x table. 
 
HOMEWORK 
 
Children will receive spellings on Monday and I will test them on these the following Friday. The class will 

continue to bring home the spelling log book which they had last term. This year we are using the ‘orange’ 

words which are at the back of the log book, for our spelling tests. Children have to be able to spell these in 

order to reach the ‘expected standard’ in English when they leave school next July. 

There will also be English comprehension on a Monday in for a Thursday, SPAG homework on Tuesday in for a 

Friday and Maths homework on a Friday in for the following Wednesday. 

 

All the children need to read regularly at home and I would be grateful if parents could remember to sign 



diaries at least 3 times a week so that I know that this homework is taking place. It was lovely to see so 

many comments written by parents in the diaries this week; I know that a long comment is not always 

possible, however if you could add a quick signature each day this would be much appreciated. 

I have put together 3 boxes of books in the classroom. Each box has a wide variety of fiction and non-

fiction books in it, and the children are expected to read 5 books from each box before they can choose 

from the rest of the class library. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
PE and games will take place on Monday and Thursday. PE kits should be in school all week in case there are 

additional opportunities for PE. Letters will be sent home if the children do not have their PE kits, and if kit 

is forgotten 3 times then children will miss a lunch time break. Please could you find a large (old) long 

sleeved shirt which your son or daughter can use to wear over their uniform when they do any art work in 

school. 
 

Each pupil will all be given a new cartridge pen and we expect them to look after it. Of course there are 

times when they get damaged by accident, however if damage is done on purpose we will expect the child to 

pay for a new one or bring their own pen to school. 
 
RESPONSIBILITIES 

Prefects 
 
Mr Matthews and I jointly elect prefects throughout the year. Prefect badges were awarded to children 

whose behaviour and attitude to learning are a credit to both themselves and the school. They have special 

responsibilities during the week. 

House Captains and School Council 

We will soon be holding elections for house captains and I am also looking forward to another responsible and 

creative group of children to run the school council. Last year the school council raised money for Mac Millan 

and for the Guide Dogs for the Blind. Can we raise even more this year? Children are required to write a 

short letter to Mr Matthews, explaining why they would like to help run the school council and what qualities 

they will bring to the job. Letters need to be handed in by Thursday 22nd September. 
 
FUND RAISING/PARENT HELPER 
 
Year 6 need a parent to help with fundraising activities. If we can raise additional funds for the class, we 

can put the money towards the cost of additional trips and other class activities. If you are able to give up a 

little of your time to help organise such activities…..maybe two parents could share the job..…the whole 

class will benefit. Please let me know if you would like to help. 
 

The London Trip 

The dates for the trip to London are 17th, 18th and 19th May. Details about making payments will be sent out 

soon. 

AND FINALLY…. 
 
Year 6 is an important school year. The SAT tests take place in May and the children are getting 

themselves ready for secondary school. I want all the children in the class to have the necessary skills to 

access the secondary school curriculum, so that they are equipped to choose from a variety of options 

when they leave school. 

Children make the most progress when they are supported well both at home and at school; I look forward 
to working in partnership with both children and parents during the coming school year. 

Parents are welcome to come in and see me after school or telephone the school if they need to pass on a 

message. 
 
Best wishes 

Kate Gilford 


